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Our 
Mission

Fostering air and economic development 
by overseeing the safety and development 
of the state's public use airports, by 
providing safe and reliable air 
transportation for state government and 
business prospects, and by providing 
aviation education opportunities.



Airport 
Development’s 

Primary 
Purpose

§55-5-70: “The division shall promote 
and foster air commerce within the 
State and the division shall have an 
interest in the maintenance and 
enhancement of the aeronautical 
activities and facilities within the 
State. The division shall adopt 
reasonable rules and promulgate 
regulations as it may deem necessary 
and advisable, in conjunction with 
Federal Aviation Administration 
regulations, for the public safety and 
for the promotion of aeronautics 
governing the designing, laying out, 
location, building, equipping, 
operation and use of all airports.”



Airport 
Development 
Organization

– 4 FTEs
• Overhead covered by General 

Fund appropriations

– 66 Public Use Airports
• No state aid offered to 8 

Privately Owned, Public Use 
Airports

– 58 Publicly Owned, Public Use 
Airports

• Support Programs funded by 
General Funds and State 
Aviation Funds, which currently 
include Recurring 
Appropriations, Aircraft Fuel 
Sales Taxes and Airline Property 
Taxes



South Carolina’s 
Airports



Airport 
Development 

Programs

• Capital Projects 
– 5% State Matching for FAA eligible

– 60% State Matching for State/Local

• Airport Maintenance
– 5% State Matching for FAA eligible

– 75% State Matching for State/Local

– Electrical, Pavements, Vegetation



Airport 
Development 

Programs

• Administrative Support
– Aviation Educational Programs

– Automated Weather Observation Station (AWOS) 
Maintenance (29 Systems)

– Assistance with FAA Precision Approach Path 
Indicator (PAPI) Flight Checks

– Aerial Photography, Mapping, and Surveying 

– Ground Surveying

– Unmanned Aircraft System Obstruction Analysis

– Aeronautical Charts & Directories

– Airport Construction Safety - Barricades and 
Runway Closure Markers

– Airport Compatible Land Use Evaluation (CLUE) 
Tool



General 
Airport 

Oversight

– Deliverable 21:  Promote and foster 
air commerce within SC

– Deliverable 25: Interests in 
maintenance, enhancements, and 
safety of aeronautical activities and 
facilities



Deliverable 
21

21: Promote and foster air 
commerce within SC

SC Code Ann. §55-5-70: “The 
division shall promote and 
foster air commerce within the 
State ....”

No recommended law change



Deliverable 
25

25: Interests in maintenance, 
enhancements, and safety of 
aeronautical activities and facilities

SC Code Ann. §55-5-70: “The division 
shall…have an interest in the 
maintenance and enhancement of the 
aeronautical activities and facilities 
within the State.”

SC Code Ann. §55-5-80(d): Consultation 
with the FAA “for the purpose of 
enhancing the public safety and the 
safety of those engaged in aeronautics.”

No recommended law change



Airport 
Development 

Funding

– Deliverable 17.1: State Aviation Fund 
Management

– Deliverable 17.2: Fines and Fees Assessed 
by the Division

– Deliverable 17.3: Disbursements from the 
State Aviation Fund

– Deliverable 18: Transfers of Unspent Airport 
Development Funds

– Deliverable 19: Grant and Aid and FAA 
Grant Administration



Deliverable 
17.1

17.1: State Aviation Fund 
Management

SC Code Ann. §55-5-280(a)(4) and (c); 2018-
2019 Proviso 87.5: Manage and verify that 
funds attributed to the State Aviation Fund are 
being properly used toward maintenance and 
repairs of the division’s aircraft or toward 
maintenance, rehabilitation, and capital 
improvements to public airports; not towards 
operating expenses.

No State Aviation Funds are being used for the 
maintenance and repairs of the division’s 
aircraft.

No recommended law change



Deliverable 
17.2

17.2: Fines and Fees Assessed 
by the Division

SC Code Ann. §55-1-7: “All fees and fines 
assessed by the division under this title 
must be deposited into the State Aviation 
Fund.”

SC Code Ann. §55-5-280(a)(1)-(3) and (b): 
Additional monies received, carry-over fund 
balance, and Airline Property Tax revenues 
related to the State Aviation Fund

Recommended law change to §55-5-280(B)



Deliverable 
17.2 

CURRENT SC Code Ann. §55-5-280(B): In any 
fiscal year in which the tax levied by the 
State pursuant to Section 12-37-2410, et 
seq., exceeds two and one-half million 
dollars, the revenues in excess of two and 
one-half million dollars must be directed to 
the State Aviation Fund; however, any 
revenue in excess of five million dollars must 
be credited in equal amounts to the general 
fund and the State Aviation Fund.

Recommended law change to §55-5-280(B): 
In any fiscal year in which the tax levied by 
the State pursuant to Section 12-37-2410, et 
seq., exceeds two and one-half million 
dollars, the revenues in excess of two and 
one-half million dollars must be directed to 
the State Aviation Fund; however, any 
revenue in excess of five million dollars must 
be credited in equal amounts to the general 
fund and the State Aviation Fund.



Deliverable 
17.3

17.3: Disbursements from the 
State Aviation Fund

SC Code Ann. §55-5-280(d): “The division 
may promulgate regulations governing the 
eligibility requirements and procedures for 
disbursements from the State Aviation 
Fund.”

No recommend law change



Deliverable 
18

18: Transfers of unspent Airport 
Development funds

SC Code Ann. §55-9-220: “Any unexpended 
monies appropriated for airport 
development for a particular county may be 
transferred to repairs to airports for that 
particular county upon request of the 
division.”

No recommended law change



Deliverable 
19

19: Grant and Aid, and FAA 
Grant Administration

SC Code Ann. §55-5-80(b): “The division 
shall enter into contracts or agreements 
with the Federal Aviation Administration to 
administer, and shall administer grant 
programs, maintenance programs, or other 
programs in the support of the state 
aeronautical system.”

No recommended law change



Division 
Creation of an 

Airport

– Deliverable 20: Serve as agent for Clemson 
University’s public use airport

– Deliverable 36.1: Acquire, establish, construct, 
expand, own, lease, control, equip, improve, 
maintain, operate, regulate and police airports

– Deliverable 36.2: Acquisition of an existing public 
use or private airport

– Deliverable 36.3: Construction of a new public 
use airport, or expansion of an existing airport

– Deliverable 36.4: Division ownership of an airport

– Deliverable 36.5: Division operation of an airport

– Deliverable 40: Transfer of authority to a political 
subdivision for constructing, equipping, 
improving, maintaining, or operating an airport



Deliverable 20

20: Serve as agent for Clemson 
University’s public use airport

SC Code Ann. §55-11-10(5): “designate the 
Division of Aeronautics of the State Fiscal 
Accountability Authority as its agent, to accept, 
receive, receipt for and disburse federal or state 
funds or other funds, public or private, made 
available for the purposes of this section, as may 
be required or authorized by law”

The Aeronautics Commission has never been 
designated by the Clemson board of Trustees to 
serve as their agent, and the Oconee County 
Airport serves as the local airport for Clemson 
University.

No recommended law change



Deliverables 
36.1 – 36.5

36.1: Acquire, establish, construct, expand, own, 
lease, control, equip, improve, maintain, operate, 
regulate and police airports

36.2: Acquisition of an existing public use or private 
airport

36.3: Construction of a new public use airport, or 
expansion of an existing airport

36.4: Division ownership of an airport

36.5: Division operation of an airport

SC Code Ann. §55-5-80(e)-(g): “The division shall assist in the 
development of aviation and aviation facilities within the State”
SC Code Ann. §55-9-30: “The division and the municipalities, counties, 
airport commissions, special purpose districts, and other political 
subdivisions of this State may, separately or jointly, acquire, establish, 
construct, expand, own, lease, control, equip, improve, maintain, 
operate, regulate and police airports”
SC Code Ann. §55-9-40: “Any lands acquired, owned, leased, controlled 
or occupied…are hereby declared to be acquired, owned, leased, 
controlled or occupied for public, governmental and municipal 
purposes”

No recommended law change



Deliverable 40
40: Transfer of authority to a political 
subdivision for constructing, 
equipping, improving, maintaining, or 
operating an airport

SC Code Ann. §55-9-190(1): “The division, 
counties, municipalities, and other political 
subdivisions of this State which have established 
airports which acquire, lease or set apart real 
property for these purposes may:  (1) construct, 
equip, improve, maintain and operate airports 
or vest authority for the construction, 
equipment, improvement, maintenance and 
operation of it in an officer, board or body of the 
political subdivision, the expense of the 
construction, equipment, improvement, 
maintenance and operation to be a 
responsibility of such political subdivision; ...”

No recommended law change



Division 
Operation of 

an Airport

– Deliverable 37: Establishment of rules and regs 
related to airport design, operations, and use of 
an airport

– Deliverable 45.1: Adoption of regulations for use 
of an airport

– Deliverable 45.2: Setting penalties for violation of 
regs established for the airport

– Deliverable 46: Establishment of charges, fees, 
and tolls for use of an airport that is owned and 
managed by the division

– Deliverable 47: Establishing liens to enforce 
payment of charges, fees, and tolls at an airport

– Deliverable 48: Leasing the airport to private 
parties for operation

– Deliverable 49: Leasing of space at the airport to 
private parties for operations space, areas, 
improvements, and equipment



Deliverable 37

37: Establishment of rules and regs related 
to airport design, operations, and use of an 
airport

SC Code Ann. §55-5-70: “The division shall 
adopt reasonable rules and promulgate 
regulations as it may deem necessary and 
advisable, in conjunction with Federal 
Aviation Administration regulations, for 
the public safety and for the promotion of 
aeronautics governing the designing, laying 
out, location, building, equipping, 
operation and use of all airports.”

No recommended law change



Deliverables 
45.1 and 45.2

45.1: Adoption of regulations for use of 
an airport

45.2: Setting penalties for violation of 
regulations established for the airport

SC Code Ann. §55-9-190(2): “The division, 
counties, municipalities, and other political 
subdivisions of this State which have established 
airports which acquire, lease or set apart real 
property for these purposes may:  ... (2) adopt 
regulations and establish charges, fees and tolls 
for the use of such airports fix penalties for the 
violation of such regulations and establish liens 
to enforce payment of such charges, fees and 
tolls...“

No recommended law change



Deliverable 46

46: Establishment of charges, fees, 
and tolls for use of an airport that is 
owned and managed by the division

SC Code Ann. §55-9-190(2): “The division, 
counties, municipalities, and other political 
subdivisions of this State which have 
established airports which acquire, lease 
or set apart real property for these 
purposes may:  ... (2) adopt regulations 
and establish charges, fees and tolls for the 
use of such airports fix penalties for the 
violation of such regulations and establish 
liens to enforce payment of such charges, 
fees and tolls...“

No recommended law change



Deliverable 47

47: Establishing liens to enforce 
payment of charges, fees, and tolls at 
an airport

SC Code Ann. §55-9-190(2): “The division, 
counties, municipalities, and other political 
subdivisions of this State which have 
established airports which acquire, lease 
or set apart real property for these 
purposes may:  ... (2) adopt regulations 
and establish charges, fees and tolls for the 
use of such airports fix penalties for the 
violation of such regulations and establish 
liens to enforce payment of such charges, 
fees and tolls...“

No recommended law change



Deliverables 
48 and 49

48: Leasing the airport to private 
parties for operation

49: Leasing of space at the airport to 
private parties for operations space, 
areas, improvements, and equipment

SC Code Ann. §55-9-190(3): “The division, counties, 
municipalities, and other political subdivisions of 
this State which have established airports which 
acquire, lease or set apart real property for these 
purposes may:  ... (3) lease these airports to private 
parties for operation or lease to private parties for 
operation space, area, improvements and 
equipment on such airports provided in each case 
that in so doing the public is not deprived of its 
rightful, equal, and uniform use of it.”

No recommended law change



Development 
of a Public 

Airport and 
Land Use

– Deliverable 38: Review and approval of 
airport construction plans

– Deliverable 39: Acquisition of property for a 
new airport or expansion of an existing 
airport

– Deliverable 50.1: Creation of land use maps 
for each public use airport

– Deliverable 50.2: Provision of land use 
maps to public airport owners for their 
compliance to state airport land use law



Deliverable 
38

38: Review and approval 
of airport construction 
plans

SC Code Ann. §55-5-72: “Except as 
provided in this section, no airport open 
for public use shall be constructed in this 
State unless the master plan study, or 
airport layout plan, or the construction 
plans and specifications for such airport or 
landing strip have been approved in 
writing by the division.”
SC Code Ann. §55-5-73: “No state airport 
construction funding or funding from the 
State Aviation Fund shall be provided to 
an airport unless it has an airport layout 
plan and construction plan approved by, 
and on file with the division at the time 
the request for funding is made.”
SC Code Ann. §55-5-80(j): “The division 
shall have the authority to review and 
approve airport master plans pursuant to 
Section 55-5-72.”

No recommended law change



Deliverable 
39

39: Acquisition of property 
for a new airport or 
expansion of an existing 
airport

SC Code Ann. §55-9-70: “Private property 
needed by the division or a county, 
municipality or other political subdivision 
for an airport, or for the expansion of an 
airport may be acquired by grant, 
purchase, lease or other means, if such 
political subdivision or the division, as the 
case may be, is able to agree with the 
owner of the property on the terms of the 
acquisition and otherwise by 
condemnation in the manner provided by 
the law under which such political 
subdivision or the division is authorized to 
acquire real property for public purposes.”

No recommended law change



Deliverables 
50.1 and 50.2
50.1: Creation of land use maps for 
each public use airport

50.2: Provision of land use maps to 
public airport owners for their 
compliance to state airport land use 
law

SC Code Ann. §55-13-5: “Create a map of each public use 
airport in the State showing airport property, runways, 
taxiways, runway approach and departure zones, airport 
safety zones and airport land use zones which are 
extended zones from each runway in which land use 
considerations should be made to prevent incompatible 
uses with aircraft and airport operations.”

SC Code Ann. §55-13-5: “The division shall provide a copy 
of these maps to the county council, city council, the 
respective planning agencies, and airport commission, and 
the agencies responsible for the granting of plat 
subdivision approval and building permits having 
jurisdiction over the airport, or having jurisdiction in the 
vicinity of the airport under aircraft flight profiles arriving 
and departing the airport…”

No recommended law change



Airport Safety

– Deliverable 31: Evaluation of waterways for safety 
of use by aircraft

– Deliverable 32: Inspection of runways for safety

– Deliverable 33: Inspection of aviation facilities for 
compliance

– Deliverable 34: Legal action for directing the 
abatement of hazards to airport operations

– Deliverable 41: Authorization of a private airport 
near a public airport



Deliverable 31

31: Evaluation of waterways for safety of 
use by aircraft

SC Code Ann. §55-3-90: “In no event shall the 
landing, docking, or takeoff of seaplanes be 
approved if the landing, docking, or takeoff 
would pose unreasonable risks to public 
health, safety, or property as determined by 
the division.”
SC Code Ann. §55-3-100: “If the division 
determines that use of a waterway by a 
seaplane poses an unreasonable risk to public 
health, safety, or property, the division or 
commission may withdraw approval or limit 
use of the waterway or make the use of the 
waterway subject to conditions, after 
following criteria set forth in this section.”

No recommended law change



Deliverable 32

32: Inspection of runways for safety

SC Code Ann. §55-5-150: “(A) The division may
close, order closure, or approve closure of an 
airport, airport runway, or any portion of one 
only when a condition exists on the airport 
property that constitutes an imminent and 
substantial endangerment to aircraft 
operations and aviation safety, and the 
condition remains unabated after notice to 
the airport owner and operator, and a 
reasonable opportunity has expired to correct 
any deficiencies determined by the division. 
The division may promulgate regulations to 
administer this section.”

No recommended law change



Deliverable 33

33: Inspection of aviation facilities for 
compliance

SC Code Ann. §55-5-80(h): “The division may
conduct inspections of aviation facilities for 
compliance with federal grants, or to assist in 
obtaining grants from federal agencies, or to 
ensure compliance with national building or 
fire codes, including premises and the 
buildings and other structures at airports, or 
at prospective airports or other air navigation 
facilities. In order to effectuate this purpose, 
the division shall cooperate with the local 
governing body of an airport and any state or 
municipal officer or agency that may have 
jurisdiction over the airport.”

No recommended law change



Deliverable 34

34: Legal action for directing the 
abatement of hazards to airport 
operations

SC Code Ann. §55-5-80(k)-(m): “The division 
shall have the authority to take action to 
abate any imminent or foreseeable hazard to 
aviation safety at a public use airport in the 
State or in the vicinity of a public use 
airport…”
“(L) Legal action may include the issuance of 
an order directing the abatement or removal 
of the hazard, an action in circuit court or the 
Administrative Law Court to enjoin the 
construction or maintenance of a hazard, or 
the removal and abatement of a hazard.”

No recommended law change



Deliverable 41

41: Authorization of a private airport 
near a public airport

SC Code Ann. §55-5-71: “It is unlawful for a 
restricted use airport, or other air navigation 
facility within three nautical miles of a public 
use facility to be used or operated without 
the written approval of the division. This 
approval must be based upon consideration 
of aviation safety, including a location that 
would constitute a collision or air traffic 
hazard or conflict with flight operations in the 
vicinity of a public use airport.”

No recommended law change



Property 
Acquisition

– Deliverable 42: Acquisition of air rights over 
private property

– Deliverable 43: Acquisition of rights to operate 
and maintain markers or lighting for obstructions

– Deliverable 44.1: Payment to individuals 
displaced through airport property acquisition

– Deliverable 44.2: Adoption of rules and 
regulations to assure payment and/or services 
provided to displaced individuals

– Deliverable 44.3: Entering contracts with other 
entities to provide services related to relocation 
assistance programs



Deliverable 42
42: Acquisition of air rights over private property

SC Code Ann. §55-9-80: “When necessary in order 
to provide unobstructed airspace for the landing 
and taking off of aircraft utilizing airports acquired 
or maintained under the provisions of this chapter, 
the division and the counties, municipalities, and 
other subdivisions, including duly constituted 
airport commissions and special purpose districts 
of this State may acquire air rights, including 
aviation easements, over private property 
necessary to ensure safe approaches to the landing 
areas of the airports, and for the purpose of 
establishing and protecting airports and runways.”

No recommended law change



Deliverable 43
43: Acquisition of rights to operate and maintain 
markers or lighting for obstructions

SC Code Ann. §55-9-90: “The division and such 
counties, municipalities and other political 
subdivisions of this State may acquire the right 
or easement for a term of years, or perpetually, 
to place and maintain suitable markers for the 
daytime and to place, operate and maintain 
suitable lights for the nighttime marking of 
buildings or other structures or obstructions...”

No recommended law change



Deliverables 
44.1 – 44.3

44.1: Payment to individuals displaced through airport 
property acquisition

44.2: Adoption of rules and regulations to assure payment 
and/or services provided to displaced individuals

44.3: Entering contracts with other entities to provide 
services related to relocation assistance programs

SC Code Ann. §55-15-20: Payment to displaced persons
SC Code Ann. §55-15-30: Additional payments for owners 
who occupy property
SC Code Ann. §55-15-40: Additional payments for certain 
other persons
SC Code Ann. §55-15-50: Relocation advisory assistance 
programs
SC Code Ann. §55-15-60: Available dwellings shall be 
assured for displaced persons
SC Code Ann. §55-15-110: Condemnation procedure and 
requirements

No recommended law change



Thank You!

James D. Stephens
jstephens@aeronautics.sc.gov
803-896-6272

If you have questions, comments or concerns, please 
feel free to contact me or request additional 
information through your staff.

mailto:jstephens@aeronautics.sc.gov
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